
Rani Chennabhairadevi

In the history of the entire Indian subcontinent, Queen 
Chennabhairadevi, titled Raina-Da Pimenta (Queen of 
Pepper), ruled for the longest period. A courageous woman 
from the Kannada land, she ruled for an exceptionally long 
time and faced historical adversities, making her the great 
queen of Gerusoppa, Karnataka.

From 1552 to 1606, Queen Chennabhairadevi ruled 
the coastal and Malnad regions, stretching from Trasi in 
Karnataka to the Goa border and from the Western Sea to 
the highlands of Avinahalli. She was the ruler of the twin 
states of Haduvalli and Gerusoppa. Initially, she took over 
the administration of Haduvalli under the Vijayanagara 
emperors as Mahamandaleshwari. Later, the Vijayanagara 
emperors entrusted her with the administration of 
Gerusoppa, which was previously ruled by her maternal 
uncle. At that time, she was only eighteen years old. She 
received her early education at the Ghatikasthana of 
Haduvalli and trained in warfare in the coastal region and 
in naval combat in Kerala.

Despite her kingdom being surrounded by enemies 
on multiple fronts, she neither feared nor hesitated. While 
the rulers of Keladi, Bilagi, and the Portuguese of Goa were 
hostile to her, the Honneya Kambali rulers, the Bhairarasas 
of Karkala, and the Zamorins of Kerala maintained friendly 
relations with her. She even made a treaty with the Sultan 
of Bijapur and maintained a harmonious relationship with 
the Vijayanagara emperors. She never initiated aggression, 
but never bowed to invaders. In 1558 and again in 1569–70, 
she defeated the Portuguese forces that invaded Honnavar. 
She kept the Keladi rulers in check and, by the end of 1558, 
even defeated them in a direct battle. Under her rule, her 
kingdom was prosperous, secure, and inclusive. People of 
various religions, castes, and professions lived together in 
harmony.

She was skilled in commerce. Initially, black pepper 
was just a wild forest product, but she introduced it 
as a cultivated crop to the farmers of the Malnad and 
coastal regions. She established a system to export it in 

large quantities abroad. Despite politically opposing the 
Portuguese, she cleverly engaged in commercial ties with 
them, exporting rice, pepper, cardamom, cinnamon, jaggery, 
betel nuts, sandalwood, ginger, cloves, and ivory. Because of 
this, Dr Hannah Chapelle Wojciechowski opined that the 
Portuguese honoured her with the title Raina-Da Pimenta 
(The Pepper Queen).

In the 1560s, when the Portuguese established the 
Inquisition Court in Goa and intensified forced conversions, 
they committed atrocities against non-Christian 
communities like the Saraswats, Kharvis, and fishermen, 
rendering them destitute and exiling them. Queen 
Chennabhairadevi provided shelter to such oppressed 
groups, utilised their professional skills to enhance her 
kingdom’s economy, and ensured they had a livelihood.

After the fall of the Vijayanagara Empire in 1564, when it 
attempted a revival in Penukonda, Queen Chennabhairadevi 
provided resources for its resurgence. The Portuguese were 
secretly intimidated by her. Hence, historical records reveal 
a letter from the Portuguese king to the governor of Goa 
instructing him to deal with her with “humility, prudence, 
and diplomatic wisdom.”

More than five centuries ago, she established a wealthy 
and stable kingdom through foreign trade and diplomatic 
expertise and ruled it for over half a century.

The Department of Posts is proud to release a 
commemorative postage stamp in honour of Queen 
Chennabhairadevi, the fearless queen who stood her ground 
against foreign invasions and led with wisdom, strength, 
and compassion. This stamp is a tribute to her unmatched 
legacy and a reminder of women’s powerful role in shaping 
our history.
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RANI CHENNABHAIRADEVI
jkuh psUuHkSjknsoh



jkuh psUuHkSjknsoh   
jSuk&nk fiesaVk ¼dkyh fepZ dh jkuh½ ds uke ls lqfo[;kr jkuh 

psUuHkSjknsoh laiw.kZ Hkkjrh; mi egk}hi ds bfrgkl esa lokZf/kd le; 
rd 'kklu djus ds fy, tkuh tkrh gSaA dUuM+ ewy dh bl ohjkaxuk 
us vius vlk/kkj.k yacs 'kkludky ds nkSjku vusd çfrdwy ifjfLFkfr;ksa 
dk MVdj lkeuk fd;kA blfy, bUgsa xs#lksIik] dukZVd dh egku 
jkuh Hkh dgk tkrk gSA

1552 ls 1606 rd jkuh psUuHkSjknsoh us rVh; vkSj eyukM {ks=ksa 
ij 'kklu fd;k] ftudk foLrkj dukZVd ds =klh ls xksok dh lhek 
rd vkSj if'peh leqæ ls vfoukgYyh ds ioZrh; Hkw&Hkkx rd FkkA 
jkuh psUuHkSjknsoh] tqM+oka jkT;ksa gMqoYyh vkSj xs#lksIik dh 'kkld FkhaA 
'kq#vkr esa] mUgksaus fot;uxj ds lezkVksa ds v/khu gMqoYyh jkT; dk 
ç'kklu egkeaMys'ojh ds :i esa laHkkykA ckn esa fot;uxj ds lezkVksa 
us mUgsa xs#lksIik jkT; dk ç'kklu Hkh lkSai fn;kA blls igys ;gka dk 
'kklu muds ekek pykrs FksA ml le; jkuh psUuHkSjknsoh ek= 18 o"kZ 
dh FkhaA mUgksaus viuh çkjafHkd f'k{kk&nh{kk gMqoYyh ds ?kfVdLFkku esa 
çkIr dhA mUgksaus ;q)dkS'ky] ogka ds rVh; {ks= esa rFkk ukSlSU; ;q) 
dkS'ky dk çf'k{k.k dsjy esa çkIr fd;kA

muds jkT; dh lhek,a dbZ ekspksaZ ij nq'euksa ls f?kjs gksus ds 
ckotwn og u rks Hk;Hkhr gqbZa vkSj u gh ?kcjkbZA ,d vksj tgka dsykMh] 
fcyxh vkSj xksok ds iqrZxkyh 'kkld muds çfr 'k=qrkiw.kZ joS;k j[krs 
Fks] ogha gksUus;k dacyh 'kkld] dkjdyk ds HkSjjklk rFkk dsjy ds 
tkeksfju ds lkFk muds laca/k eS=hiw.kZ FksA jkuh psUuHkSjknsoh us chtkiqj 
ds lqYrku ls laf/k dh vkSj fot;uxj ds lezkVksa ds lkFk lkSgknZiw.kZ  
laca/k cuk, j[ksA mUgksaus dHkh fdlh ij igys vkØe.k ugha fd;k] fdarq 
vkØe.kdkfj;ksa ds lkeus dHkh >qdh Hkh ughaA jkuh psUuHkSjknsoh us 1558 
esa vkSj iqu% 1569&70 esa gksUukoj ij vkØe.k djus okyh iqrZxkyh 
lsukvksa dks ijkftr fd;kA os lnSo dsykMh 'kkldksa ls lpsr jgrh Fkha 
vkSj 1558 ds var esa mUgksaus lh/ks ;q) esa muds nkar [kês fd,A muds 
'kkludky esa mudk jkT; le`)] lqjf{kr vkSj lekos'kh Lo:i dk Fkk 
rFkk fofHkUu /keksaZ] tkfr;ksa vkSj O;olk;ksa ds yksx ln~Hkko ls jgrs FksA 

muds jkT; esa O;kikj vkSj O;olkf;d xfrfof/k;ka [kwc Qyh&QwyhA 
vkjaHk esa dkyh fepZ dsoy ,d taxyh ou mRikn Fkk] ysfdu mUgksaus 
eyukM vkSj rVh; {ks=ksa ds fdlkuksa dks bldh [ksrh djus ds fy, 
çksRlkfgr fd;kA jkuh psUukHkSjknsoh us cM+h ek=k esa dkyh fepZ ds fu;kZr 
dh O;oLFkk LFkkfir dhA gkykafd os jktuhfrd –f"Vdks.k ls iqrZxkfy;ksa 

ds fo#) Fkh] fQj Hkh mUgksaus muds lkFk O;kikfjd laca/k LFkkfir dj 
pkoy] dkyh fepZ] byk;ph] nkyphuh] xqM+] lqikjh] panu] vnjd] ykSax 
vkSj gkFkh nkar dk fu;kZr çkjaHk fd;kA M‚- gSuk pkSiy oksfT'k,dksOLdh 
dh jk; Fkh fd blh otg ls iqrZxkfy;ksa us mUgsa jSuk&nk fiesaVk ¼dkyh 
fepZ dh jkuh½ dh mikf/k ls lEekfur fd;kA 

1560 ds n'kd esa iqrZxkfy;ksa us xksok esa bufDoft'ku dksVZ dh 
LFkkiuk dh vkSj os tcju /kekaZrj.k djus yxsA mUgksaus lkjLor] [kkjoh 
vkSj eNqvkjksa tSls xSj&bZlkbZ leqnk;ksa ij cgqr vR;kpkj fd, rFkk mUgsa 
cslgkjk dj fuokZflr dj fn;kA ml le; jkuh psUuHkSjknsoh us ,sls 
mRihfM+r lewgksa dks vkJ; çnku dj muds is'ksoj dkS'ky dk ç;ksx 
vius jkT; dh vFkZO;oLFkk dks c<+kus ds fy, fd;kA jkuh psUuHkSjknsoh 
us ;g Hkh lqfuf'pr fd;k fd ,sls yksxksa dks vkthfodk dk lk/ku Hkh 
miyC/k gksA

1564 esa fot;uxj lkezkT; ds iru ds ckn] tc isuqdksaMk esa iqu% 
mlds mRFkku dk ç;kl gqvk] rks jkuh psUuHkSjknsoh us iqu#RFkku ds 
bl dk;Z ds fy, lalk/ku miyC/k djk,A iqrZxkyh okLro esa vanj ls 
muls Hk;Hkhr jgrs FksA ;g rF; ,d i= ds :i esa ,sfrgkfld fjd‚MZ 
esa Hkh miyC/k gSA bl i= esa iqrZxkyh jktk us xksok ds xouZj dks jkuh 
ls Þfouezrk] foosd vkSj dwVuhfrd cqf)erkß ls is'k vkus dks dgk FkkA

jkuh psUuHkSjknsoh us yxHkx 500 o"kZ iwoZ fons'k O;kikj vkSj 
dwVuhfrd fo'ks"kKrk ds ek/;e ls ,d le`) vkSj fLFkj jkT; dh 
LFkkiuk dh vkSj 50 o"kZ ls Hkh vf/kd le; rd 'kklu fd;kA

Mkd foHkkx] jkuh psUuHkSjknsoh ds lEeku esa Mkd&fVdV tkjh djrs 
gq, xoZ dk vuqHko djrk gSA os ,d ,slh fuHkh Zd jkuh Fkh a] tks fons'kh 
vkØe.kdkfj;ksa ds lkeus pêku dh rjg MVh jghaA mUgksaus cgknqjh] cqf)erk  
vkSj d#.kk tSls xq.kksa ds cy ij yach vof/k rd 'kklu fd;kA ;g 
Mkd&fVdV] jkuh psUuHkSjknsoh dh vrqyuh; fojklr vkSj bfrgkl dks 
vkdkj nsus esa mu tSlh efgykvksa dh egrh Hkwfedk ds çfr J)katfy 
Lo:i gSA
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